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while Charlotte was talking to her uncle, and that the Prince
had now sent him to repeat to Miss Knight all the arguments
with which he had tried to break down Charlotte's resistance
in the morning, so that Miss Knight in her turn might try
their effect on her. With that he went off again, saying he would
return in the evening. One of the arguments the Duke had
made use of to surmount Charlotte's objection to going abroad
was the case of James IPs daughter, Mary, who had married
an earlier Prince of Orange. However, after he had gone,
Charlotte, in company with the capable Mercer, who at this
time was continually in and out of Warwick House, had
countered this by hunting up a passage in Burnet on the
proviso made by the peers to prevent Queen Mary from
being taken out of the country by her husband, Philip of
Spain.
When Mr. Adam appeared for the third time, in the evening,
he saw Miss Knight first, and confided to her that "it was
supposed Princess Charlotte had legal advisers, as her letters
were not those of a woman.53
Miss Knight said that "he must recollect she had gone through
a course of study on the laws of England, and by his own
conversation to me one evening at Carlton House, was allowed
to be mistress of the subject." She noticed a smile creep over
his face as he listened, for it is one thing to know the laws of
England and another to write a letter that is legally correct,
and, whether known to Miss Knight or not (and it seems
probable she was unaware of it) Charlotte was at this juncture
receiving continuous advice from Brougham. She had opened
a regular correspondence with him on the subject of her
marriage, through the medium chiefly of Lady Charlotte
Lindsay (one of Caroline's ladies), who managed to pass the
letters secretly to and fro. To get Henry Brougham to help
her was certainly the wisest thing Charlotte could do. Several
times during the last two years she had applied to him for
advice, and realizing how sound that advice had been, she
had come to look on him as her great stand-by in her struggles
with the Regent, The days were long past when she could
write of her father, "I fear not telling him the whole*" She
had learnt to fear telling him anything, for she had been
forced to recognize him as a hostile power, a power to be
placated when possible, and when this failed, circumvented.
While Notti and Mr, Adam were talking together the door
opened and Charlotte came in with a letter she had been
writing to the Duke of York. She gave it to Mr. Adam to read.